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German cyclopedias. It compresses within the limits of a single 
volume a vast amount of material. More than 150 writers have con- 
tributed to it. Of the most important of the topics controverted in 
the Lutheran church both sides are represented in able articles. The 
biographical sketches are gratifying for their concise presentation of 
the exact facts which one wishes to have at command. In a few of its 
features the work might be improved. Perhaps a certain number of 
German-American names unknown to general fame are to be expected 
in a cyclopedia designed exclusively for American Lutherans ; but one 
could wish that the space given to a long list of minor professors and 
clergymen of the fatherland had been devoted to other persons wholly 
omitted or passed over with a few lines. There is no article on 
Schleiermacher, who, though not a Lutheran, has affected the Lutheran 
church profoundly. One looks in vain for such names as Wolf, Kant, 
Fichte, Hegel, F. H. Jacobi, Bahrdt, Basedow, Jacob Bohme, F. C. 
Baur, and Wellhausen. One would expect that more than a third of 
a column would be accorded to such a man as Bucer or as Hans Egede. 
But, while The Lutheran Cyclopedia is not perfect, it is a work for 
which we may be very grateful to the learned men to whose labors we 
owe it. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 



A Manual of Church History. By Albert Henry Newman, 
D.D., LL.D., Professor of Church History in MacMaster 
University. Vol. I, Ancient and Mediceval Church History 
(to A. D. 1 5 17). Philadelphia: American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, 1900. Pp. 637. $2.25. 

For many years Professor Newman has been known as a careful 
and accurate scholar. While his studies have taken him over many 
departments of learning, he has been concerned chiefly with the history 
of the Christian church. The book before us is the result of twenty 
years of patient and thorough investigation. In this way he has come 
into living connection with all the most important sources of informa- 
tion and made them completely his own. The result is a well-arranged 
manual closely packed with the essential facts of church history 
expressed in lucid English. And this fact of clear and simple expres- 
sion cannot be too highly commended. It may be seriously ques- 
tioned whether the ability to express one's self clearly and simply in 
one's mother-speech is not one of the essential marks of a great mind. 
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The reader of Professor Newman's book will soon come to believe that 
church history is really a very easy subject that may be understood by 
all people of average intelligence. 

The author is very firm in his conviction that church history is a 
subject of interest, not only to the minister and the church member, 
but to all people who would have a general education, whether they 
accept Christianity or not. For certainly church history is an organic 
part of general history, and especially in the mediaeval period it was 
the principal part. To him it is therefore evident, as it should be to 
everyone, that church history should be incorporated into the histori- 
cal courses in all our schools and colleges. 

Dr. Newman has not written in the especial interests of any religious 
denomination, but in the interests of truth. He is perhaps to be classified 
as a moderate conservative, and denominationally he is a Baptist ; and if 
here and there his personal views appear, he is never offensive, and 
great care has always been taken to give the views opposed to his own 
with abundant citations to the best authorities on all sides of the sub- 
ject. He fully appreciates the happy situation in which we find our- 
selves at the close of our century — a situation in which all true scholars 
desire above all things to know the truth, and in which they are willing 
to admit that the truth is not monopolized by any one denomination. 

Of course, in a short notice like this it would not be possible to go 
into details, but we think that the characteristics we have mentioned 
will be prominent on every page. 

The introduction contains observations on the study of church his- 
tory, and an excellent treatment of the preparation for Christ and 
Christianity. The body of the work follows the usual divisions : from 
the birth of Christ to the end of the apostolic age, ca. ioo A. D.; 
from the end of the apostolic age to the conversion of Constantine, 
312 A. D. ; from the conversion of Constantine to the founding 
of the Holy Roman Empire, 800 A. D. ; and from the coronation of 
Charlemagne to the outbreak of the Protestant revolution, 1517 A. D. 

The reader of church history will soon learn to go to this book as 
to a dictionary in which he can find condensed statements on any sub- 
ject in which he may be interested. 

We have no doubt but that the work will at once take a front rank 
among the many excellent manuals of church history, and hold it. 

We shall look forward with much interest to the coming of the 
second volume, which we expect will in the same thoroughgoing way 
bring the subject down to the present time. j, \y, Moncrief. 

The University of Chicago. 



